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WISTER RESERVOIR, POTEAU RIVER, OKLA. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1952 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON Rivers anp Harpors anp F Loop 
ConTROL OF THE COMMITTEE ON Pupiic Works, 
Poteau. Okla. 
The subce mmittee met at 11 a. m. In th high chool a wlitorium 
at Poteau, Le Flore County. Okla.. Senator Rol ert S. Kerr presidin 


i 


Present, Senator Kerr. Also present, Congressman Car] Albe SFU. 

Senator Kerr. I am happy to be in Poteau and Le Flore C ounty 
today. I am here as a member of the Public Works Committee of 
the United States Senate to conduct a public hearing. 


Senator Monroney, Congressman Carl Albert, and T have received 
a large volume of mail relative to the water level in Wister Reservoir. 
We have consulte: | with the people who, by law, hav the responsibility 
for the oper: ation of that great proj ect—the Cor] ss of Engineers. We 


find a dive reence ot opinion as to the method « f receiving the most 
benefit from the investment of the United States Government in the 
Wister project on the Poteau River. 

We are not here to take sides in this argument, but we are here to 
let the people who are affected, one Way or anot her, olve their evidence 
for the benefit of the Public Works Committee, of which | am a 
member, in order that we might. as best we can, determine what, if 
anything, should be done, in the hope that the Army engineers, who 
are charged by the law with the administration and operation of this 
project, might operate the Wister Reservoir on that basis which will 
meet the requirements of the legislation which authorized it, and the 
needs of the people in this area in the manner which will do the most 
good. 

As far back as the 308 Report, which was the result of a survey 
made by the Corps of Engineers at the direction of the Congress in 

1927, the Wister Reservoir has been considered as a necessary unit 
is the control of floods on the Arkansas River. The project was 
authorized for construction in 1938, soon after the passage of the 
Flood Contro] Act of 1936, which was the act that first declared flood 
contro] to be a responsibility of C ongress. 

Funds were made available for construction after World War TI 
and, today, the Wister Reservoir is a working project which has 
already reduced flood damages locally and on the Arkansas River by 
manv thousands of dollars. As is usually the case, recreation has 
become a very important use of this project. The present drought 
indicated that other water uses may also be desirable. 

The Public Works Committee wishes to secure full information 
and, therefore, has invited Federal, State and county officers, as well 
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as private citizens, here today to give us the benefit of their know] 
edge and observations regarding the water level and operation of 
the Wister Reservoir. 

We have received certain communications which we will make a 
part of the record. If you have a written statement which you wish 
to file with the committee, we will be glad to receive it and make it a 
part ot the record, If you desire to be heard, we will conduct this 
hearing in such a way that everyone desiring to do so may have a part 
in the deliberations. 

We want everyone present to sign a registration card whether or 
not you make a statement before the committee. We want the record 
of this hearing to be as complete as possible. 

We have secured the services of a public stenographer in order that 
we can have a complete record which will be sent to the staff of the 
Public Works Committee of the Senate for their review and analysis. 

On the basis of the information that we receive here, if it 1s deter- 
mined that congressional action is necessary, I can assure you that a 
bill will be introduced and referred to the Committee on Public Works 
for action. 

I want to take this opportunity of thanking Mr. Albert Costner, 
superintendent of this school, for his helpfulness in making the ar- 
rangements for the hearing and so graciously volunteering the use of 
this fine auditorium. We will now proceed with the hearing. 

I have asked Congressman Albert to help me in conducting this 
hearing and I want him to feel free to ask any questions of any wit- 
ness that he cares to. He is keenly interested In developing the facts 
with reference to this problem and I want to say this to you—one 
of the wisest and one of the most courageous, one of the most able 
men in the Congress of the United States. [ Applause. | 

We are joined by Senator Monroney. I have a telegram here from 
him. He had hoped to be present at this hearing and requested that 
he be prov ided with a copy of the ev idence viven here. The telegram 
reads as follows: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., September 22, 1952. 
Senator RoperT Kerr, 
Wister, Okla. 
(Care of Charlie Ward): 

Tam fully aware that the Winster Reservoir was constructed for the primary 
purpose of controlling floods in the valley of the Poteau River. It was antici- 
pated, however, that certain public-use benefits would derive from the project, 
and it is in that connection that this statement is submitted. The farm land 
inundated by Lake Wister was some of the most productive in the area. It is 
hoped that the loss of income from this flooded land would be offset by a cor- 
responding increase in tourist trade Under present conditions, however, the 
lake does not provide sufficient attraction for tourists or sportsmen because of 
the low level of the conservation pool which the Corps of Engineers insists on 
maintaining. As a result, we have not a beautiful lake which offers fishing, 
boating, and other types of recreation activities, but something akin to a swamp 
which is becoming valueless as a tourist attraction. 

In the past approximately 240,000 persons have visited the Wister project 
annually. It is estimated that this number could be increased as much as 25 
percent by raising the conservation pool level by 4 feet. The State govern- 
ment is interested in establishing a State park there and this increase would 
permit serious consideration of such a project. Under no consideration would 
I insist on a policy which would endanger the function of the reservoir but I 
believe the engineers have approached the subject with a slide rule instead of 
common sense by insisting on dropping down to the present conservation level 
immediately after the reservoir is filled. I have had a great many complaints 
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from farmers downstream that this policy is resulting in cont»olled floods 
rather than flood control. I frankly feel that during late spring and sUmmer 
months when flood danger is at a minimum and fourists trade at its peak that 
the conservation pool could be maintained at a level which would result in hope 
of obtaining maximum public use benefits from the reservoir. Economie con- 
ditions in the area are bad. I am convinced that this is caused for the most 
part by failure to even approach the maximum public-use benefits in the Wister 
area as compared with the dam’s capacity to impound the flooding with an ade- 
quate margin of safety. I am convinced that the level of the conservation pool 
can be raised safely by 4 feet at the time preceding the normal dry season. If 
this were done it would be reduced during the dry season by natural process, 
I strongly urge that such a policy be most seriously considered, 

I deeply regret that imperative business would not permit me to return for 
this important meeting. 

MIKE MONRONEY, 
United States Senator. 

Mr. Don McBripe. Now, we are going to give everybody an oppor- 
tunity to file a written statement, which you may do now or later as 
the hearing progresses. We are going to call on certain people— 
Congressman Albert—your State senator and your legislators—and 
representatives of various organizations, and then as the day pro- 
gresses we want every citizen who has something that he or she wants 
to say on this matter to come and give us the benefit of it, that we 
might hear it and incorporate it into the record. 

Senator Kerr. I want to thank the superintendent and school board 
for the courtesies on their part. I want to first call on Congresman 
Albert to put into the record such remarks as he cares to with refer- 
ence to this matter. I have been keenly aware of his deep interest in 
it, and his purpose to help find that solution which would be the most 
wholesome and beneficial. 

Congressman ALbBert. Thank you, Senator Kerr and ladies and 
gentlemen: First of all I want to express my personal appreciation to 
Senator Kerr for conducting a hearing under the name of one of the 
great committees of the United States Senate, down here in our dis- 
trict and giving the people of this locality and this county and area 
an opportunity to express themselves on an issue which is important 
to them. Senator Kerr, I think I speak the sentiments of everybody 
here in saying that we are deeply grateful for the alertness which you 
have manifested over the years in the interest of the people of this 
part of Oklahoma. You have shown your alertness to their problems 
on more than one occasion. You folks will recall that it was through 
Senator Kerr’s amendment to a road bill before this same committee 
which is holding this hearing today that an amendment was drawn 
up and funds were appropriated for the forest highway, a part of 
United States Highway 59 that runs south across the hills and along 
the eastern border of Oklahoma to give us a highway—a north and 
south road in this country. This is a commendable thing and, of 
course, we see the fruition of that project. 

Today, we are here in response to literally dozens of letters—I’d 
say some hundreds of letters—from people interested in the Wister 
Lake, both pro and con, with reference to this particular matter. Only 
by public hearing and public discussion and hearing what the people 

‘ant and what the people know about this thing, plus hearing what 
the Army engineers have to say about this thing, can we come to a 
sound conclusion on what should be recommended to the Congress of 
the United States. I am happy indeed that this great committee, 
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through our great Senator 1s represented here today to hear your story 
and I'd like to say I appreciate, personally, the invitation to come 
here. Iam not a member of this committee, of course, but am grate- 
ful of the fact that Senator Kerr has invited me to take part in the 
hearing and hear you folks testify. I am sure it is his purpose to 


hear every individual and organization that might have something | 
to offer on both sides or either side of the question. Iam, personally, 
very much interested in this project. | hope it can be worked out to j 
please everybody—I don’t know whether it is possible or not. At 
least that it can be worked out so that evervbodyv can understand ' 


the problem and understanding it will appreciate the problem of the 
other fellow. Thank you one and all. | Applause. | 

Senator Kerr. Colonel Herb, can you place the map here where it 
will be visible to both the audience and here too. Can that be done? 
| Map is placed at back of platform. | 

I am going to place in the record my telegram requesting the Hon- 
orable Dennis Chavez, United States Senator from New Mexico, and 
chairman of this committee, to call this meeting, and his telegram 
authorizing it; also the telegram from the Senator from the adjoining 
State of Arkansas, Senator John McClellan, who is chairman of the 

bcommittee having jurisdiction over this matter. 


OKLAHOMA Crry, OKLA., September 8, 1952 
Hon. DENNIS CHAVFZ, 
Chairman, Public Works Committee, 


United States Senate, 
A/buquerque, N. Mer.: 

Local people requesting alteration in operation Wister Reservoir, Poteau River, 
(>) Wou like to hold public hearing at Potenu in name of our committee. 
Would invite engineers, State, county officials, local people. Please advise if this 
agreeable with you and I will then contact Senator McClellan, subcommittee 
chairman, for his approval 

RosBert 8S. Kerr. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. Mex., September 10, 1952 
Hon. Rorerr S. Kerr, 
Aerr-MeGee Building, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.: 

Retel. You are authorized to hold hearings reference Wister Reservoir, 
Poteau River, Okla. You may advise Senator McClellan. Hope you can at- 
tend hearings yourself. Make arrangements local first-class reporter. Com- 
mittee will take care expenses 

DENNIS CHAVEZ, 
United States Senator. 


WASHINGTON D. C., September 10, 1952. 
Hon. RoBerT KAR, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.: 


Regarding the holding of public hearings by a subcommittee of the Commit- 
tee on Public Works at Poteau, Okla., to inquire into the matter of the proper 
water level in the Wister Reservoir I fully approve and insofar as it is neces- 
sary I give you the authority to hold such hearings as a member of my subcom- 
mittee and to represent me at such hearings and express my interest in the sub- 
ject matter. If you will advise me the date the hearings are scheduled I will 
endeavor -to attend. In the event I am unable to be present you are fully au- 
thorized to proceed according to your own good judgment. Regards 


JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, 
United States Senator. 
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Senator Kerr. Is State Senator Clem Hamilton here ? 

Senator Hamitron. Yes. 

Senator Kerr. Do you want to have something to say about this? 

Senator Hamitron. Senator Kerr, Congressman Albert, dis- 
tinguished visitors and fellow citizens, I don’t particularly want to 
make a record one way or the other, because as Senator Kerr has al- 
ready brought out in the meeting—the reason for the meeting, of this 
hearing—is so they can weigh the merit on both sides of this question. 
I, too, have had dozens of letters and I have talked to several hundred 
of you people. I would like to put into the record, Senator Kerr, in- 
vestigation from both sides. I realize fully the interest that those 
people who raise cattle have who pasture those lands. I realize the 
interest of those people below the dam in any water turned loose up 
there. I realize their interest deeply. I have talked with any number 
of them. I see their problem. At the same time I want you to look on 
the other side, too, and look at the businessman, the civie clubs, and 
the sportsman who must be brought in, too. Now those views are going 
to be weighed by this committee, and not by me. And I am not up here 
trying to tell the Army engineers what to do, or should be done. 

The businessmen of Le Flore County, in all the towns that sur 
round the Wister Reservoir and Latimer County, I can see their 
interest in the fact as mentioned by Senator Monroney. We in east- 
ern Oklahoma stand to have an added business in our income from 
tourists if that Wister Reservoir were at a level whereby boating and 
fishing were made inviting, with camping and lodging facilities. 
They feel they are going to get more money brought into the county, 
and the only one thing that would hinder it is, of course, the fact 
that we need roads. There is no person here who understands that 
more than Senators, Congressmen, and Representatives, but with those 
1 would like to add also part of the views that are being presented, 
particularly along with those in business. We understand that we 
have an opportunity, Senator Kerr, of having an area designated as 
an atomic-plant area. We have had consideration of three other 
plants, and we have south of this Wister Reservoir Government land, 
and I can see where atomic plants coming into the county would mean 
a bigger business to easter : Oklahoma than any othe r thing that - as 
happened. At the same time, looking at the tourist interest in it, if 
the water levels were maintained and there were fac ilities for ane rle 
to spend week ends, they would come here instead of Tenkiller Dam, 
Grand River Dam, and so forth. That money would be spent here. 
Of course, that is in the remote future. That is up to the members 
of this committee to weigh it—the damage of the floods that could 
be offset to the people who are running cattle on that area. I just 
wanted to bring those things in. I don’t think we had any complaint 
when the water was the level it is supposed to be. I don’t have the 
solution whereby the engineers could take care of it. We didn’t have 
complaints the first year we had the lake. Everybody was satis- 
fied—cattlemen, sportsmen, and all. With that I want to express 
our chanien for your being with us, and Carl Albert being here. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Senator Hamilton. Is Representative 
Dual Autry or Ralph Vandiver here / 

Represent: itive Vanpiver. Thank you, Senator Kerr, Congressman 
Albert, and fellow citizens of Le Flore County. I have had a lot of 
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correspondence as well as Senator Kerr's office and Senator Mon- 
roney’s oftice. I want to say it is about 50-50. Some people want 
more water, some want it as is, and some want it raised. I have 
— all the corresponde nee over to the Chamber of Commerce at 
Poteau, and when I was advised that this meeting was to be held I 
was ev esos ot interested in it. In 1950 more people visited Lake 
Texoma, and I personally had the hopes that with Lake Wister all 
the hotels, resorts, and tourist courts would be filled up yong tourists, 
which I think is our salvation. We have everything in Le Flore 
County, 1 think, that they have in Colorado, but it is not as well 
developed. We have a lot of natural resources, and we have to have 
water, transportation, and power to develop further. Just recently 
[ had communication with Mr. Deramus relative to a project that he 
wants to get located in Sequoyah County, and I suggested that he 
put it in Le See County. If we could get a project that would 
serve a double purpose, we could get more water in Lake Wister and 
vet tourists i a, and not destroy the purpose for which it was 
built. I think we could do a big thing for all the people. It cost 
millions of dollars, and, of course we can’t hope to ask the committee 
or Congress to build the dam or project and turn on the other hand 
and ask for something else. Personally I think it should be handled 
on the sentiment of the people in the area where it is to be used. 
There is no reason why we could not reach a medium between all 
questions, and if we can get that applied, we can do a wonderful thing 
for the people of Le F lore C ounty. The y might build tourist courts. 
Sixty years or more ago the Queen of Holland built a hotel on Rich 
Mountain. The relics are still there, but we do have the scenery. 
You can’t have tourists or anything that is going to build up your 
country unless you have water. People are not going on a vacation 
or any place else to spend it on dry land. I think the question has 
been covered as to people that run cattle in this area, and, of course, 
the people below the a are going to have to be considered, and 
that is to be decided between you people. It has been over a year 
that I have been considering this, and I am sure that they are going 
to handle it as it should be handled, and in line with the wishes of 
the people. I am glad of the chance of placing this in the record 
and meeting you people. Thank you. 

Senator Kerr. Is there any other State official who would like to 
be heard ? 

Mr. Ira C. Husky. My name is Ira C. Husky. I am director of 
the Division of Water Resources of the Oklahoma a inning and Re- 
sources Board, I was authorized yesterday by Mr. Graham, who - 
vice chairman of the Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, 
state that the Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, which is she 
official State agency representing the State in matters of this kind, 
to advise the committee that the board would be op yposed to any chi ange 
in the operation of the Wister Dam which would in part or seriously 
affect the purpose for which it was first constructed, Thank you. 

Senator Kerr. Mr. Husky, we thank you for your statement. Are 
there any other State officials who want to be heard? Any county 
officials who want to be heard? Is there an official of the city of 
Poteau or of any other of the communities in this area who wants to 
be heard? We have the names of a number of people, and we will 
take them in alphabetical order. I would like for them to come and 
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give their names and address and their statement and, in connection 
with that, if you do have a petition, or if you do have a wish in this 
matter, and you do not have it prepared, or do not want to make an 
oral statement for the record, you may prepare a statement of your 


views and mail it to me or Congressinan Albert within the next week 
and we will see that it vets into this record. Mail it to Congressman 


Albert at McAlester or to me in Oklahoma City. 

Mr. J. G. Arrenery. My name is Jesse Gifford Attebery. I live in 
Heavener. Brothers and sisters, Congressmen and Senators, I want 
to express my view on this question just a little because I live in the 
area of the Wister Dam, and I feel as the Congressman said awhile 
ago. The first vear they turned the water loose in the dam we had 
no kick because we had water to hold it up to the level. If I under- 


stand right, it is 2 feet low on account of di weather, and I feel 


.° 


that the engineers that built this dam understand and realize more 
about what we need in the water line than some of the rest because 
they follow that, and they are trained to figure this out and do what 
they think is best. And I feel that if you ralse this water level for 


the whole vear round some 4 or 5 feet, as some have asked. it is going 
to be against the purpose for which the money was appropriated. 
The lake is FOING to cover too much territory, al d to my notion it 1s 


going to be too hard to control and let out below. That is all I have 
to say, and I thank you. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you very much. May I ask you a question? 
I notice on your card you have said “I don’t want the water raised 
in the lake”: that is what I believe you have told us in your statement ¢ 

Mr. ATTEB ERY. Yes, sir. 

Senator Kerr. That is your belief, and your desire ? 

Mr. Arrespery. Yes, sir. 

Senator Kerr. All right; we thank you very much for your state- 
ment. 

Mr. Pact Beever. Paul Beeler, Box 488, Poteau, Okla. My opin- 
ion is that when we listen to all the pros and cons we will have at 
least three arguments or groups of people, I should say, that this 
affects. Personally, I guess I have no interest as money goes in the 
area, except from a recreational standpoint. 

It. will be my opinion, or ; would like to see the lake raised over the 
present level 4 feet at least, but I see no reason for raising it, we will 
say, for 8 months in the year. I mean 8 months out of the year. In 
May, June, July, and August—months which we call summer months 
in this country. If we had 4 feet more water in the lake, it would be 
much more attractive for recreation development. I have a lot of 
friends and customers in the cattle business, and I guess because it 
wasn’t raised this year they have benefited from it; but, as brought 
out before, the first year the lake was in we had no trouble, no com- 
plaints about the water. Because there was plenty of water to raise 
grass, the cattlemen didn’t have any trouble. This year we didn’t 
have rain, and I know personally that a lot of cattle—in fact, 'd say 
in the lake area the cattle are in finer shape than in any part of the 
rest of the county. They are really fat and they have increased in 
weight on the grass that would ordinarily (last summer) have been 
under the water; but then, for my side, I have an investment in a 
boat and motor. I like to fish, and for 3 months I haven’t been down 
to the lake. Well—shall we put it ?—it’s a mud hole, and I think an 
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increase in the level of the lake during our summer months, when we 


I sually have a dry pe riod, Is W hat we need, Last summer Was espe- 
cially wet. We had floods, but this summer has been running a little 
out of the ordinary. I would say we need that lake raised during 
the summer months: that is my sentiment. Now, for the winter 


months, I think the Engineers and patrol should have, and I think 
they do have, weather reports available from all over the Nation. So, 
in case they have any, shall we say, any predictions of floods or heavy 
period of rain they coul l take 4 feet out of the lake in time to prepare 
for flood conditions. So my opinion will go on the record: I would 
like to have the lake raised in the summer months. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Mr. Beeler, for your statement Here is 
Mr. Leo Best, farmer and rancher, Le Flore County, Le Flore County 
engineer, who has made a little statement which I will put in the record, 
and he has a statement that he would like to make. 

Mr. Leo Best. Senator Kerr, Congressman Albert, friends, fisher 
men, and farmers, I would like to make a statement in regard to the 
operation of the dam. I feel that the dam is built for flood control. 
Probably that Federal mone y was spent to try to get benefit to this 
entire country from flood control so that the people that live here and 
farm bottom land, and run eattle in the bottoms along the Poteau and 
Arkansas Rivers, would be able to better make a living and pay the 
taxes, 

I feel that the dam was constructed for the pe e of increasing 
production of food and fiber in order that the Nation might prosper 
and grow. Lalso feel that the recreation which is associated with the 
water and Wister Dam is a secondary item. I feel that the people 
who are in the process of making a living through the sale of fishing 
tackle and other possessions can do fairly well as is, and that any flood 
control or reduction of flood control due to a change in the process 
of operation would be detrimental to the agricultural enterprises that 
are developing below the dam and to the future production for the 
Nation. Now, the amount requested at the present time to change the 
flood control is only about 5 percent of the hood control that is incor- 
porated within the dam. The 5-percent decrease in that would en- 
danger the area below the dam by the amount that flood control is 
reduced. I feel the reduction of the flood control is not justified by 
recreation alone. I do feel they might, during the summertime, hold 
a small amount of water back. They are asking for water to be dis- 
charged down Poteau River for other beneficial uses, for irrigation 
purposes, and to use that water for a more and greater development of 
natural resources; but for it to be raised strictly for recreation, I don’t 
believe it is justifiable. 

Now, I would like to say for the people below the dam—all the 
way from Wister to the mouth of + age Arkansas, I believe about 42.000 
acres of land—that any flood of major importance that goes over 
the dam, any reduction, will ne pot ally endanger all this land. This 
land was opened up about 1910, and ever since they have discontinued 
use up until the time of the construction of the dam because of the 


frequent overflows. There has been a great deal of investment in 
the agricultural —_ and improvements that have been destroyed 
almost completely by floods on Poteau River. Since the dam was 
completed we have not had a flood. The runoff condition of the 


river this year has been materially better because of the continued 
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discharge through the dam and seepage, and during this dry spell 
there has not been a shortage in Poteau nor a shortage in the river; 
and in all previous years that I can remember—and that is about 
30—the river would completely go dry below where the Poteau 
takes out water. This year they have not had any trouble with it. 
Of course, the raising of the dam would naturally benefit the city 
supply: but, because of that condition, I don't think the level of the 
lake should be raised. 

Mr. P. O. Briveman, Jr. Lam P.O. Bridgman, Jr., president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Poteau, Okla. 

Senator Kerr. Congressman Albert, ladies and gentlemen, the 
Chamber of Commerce of Poteau is between two fires. I would like to 
take this time to try to say that we are trying to help the merchants, 
farmers, and citizens of Le Flore County. Now, when this first 
started, the idea was to raise the level of the lake all year round, and 
we of the chamber of commerce know that it would hurt the cattlemen 
and the farmers, and I am sure the Senator and Congressman have 
received hundreds of letters, both pro and con, but not good for the 
all-around economy of Le Flore County. 

But, if we leave it as is, we are losing millions of dollars from 
tourists who are coming through. We have a small lake, and at this 
particular time a pond of weeds sticking out through the top of the 
water. We have two beautiful lakes north of us, and we have nothing 
here to offer tourists. We are not trying to flood out any cattleman, 
farmer, or damage his products at all. I believe it has been men 
tioned as a »-percent reduction in flood control. It is not our idea 
as a chamber of commerce to hurt anyone, but we look at the all 
around economy of Le Flore County. At this time I would like to 
present for the record a statement for Le Flore County or part of 
the people in favor of raising the level of the lake during the months 
of June, July, and August. And that is all the people who are in 
favor of raising the lake are asking the committee to do. I have 
presented a short summary in the form of a letter stating that we 
need the lake raised during these months, as the Oklahoma Planning 
and Resources Board has advised me, as president of the chamber 
of commerce, by a letter that they hope to put us in recreation facilities 
as soon as possible or as soon as they can. We know that if we have 
a lake at elevation 475.6 during the months of June, July, and August, 
and September, we will not have to worry about the level during the 
other months. It is a good level at those times, but during those 4 
months it is not good and will not help us as far as recreation is 
concerned. 

I have presented petitions signed from the following towns: Poteau, 
Heavener, Wister, Gilmore, Le Flore, Panama, Red Oak, Cameron, 
Fanshawe, Howe, Hartford, Ark., and Fort Smith, Ark. These are 
petitions signed by people ‘rom these different towns asking vou, the 
committee, to give us 4 feet during the months of June, July, August, 
and September. Thank you. [Petitions attached. | 

Congressman ALBERT. Senator Kerr, that will be part of the record. 

Senator Kerr. Next Mr. B. E. Cobb. 

Mr. B. E. Coss. My name is B. E. Cobb. I live in Fort Smith, 
Ark. I would like to speak for myself, my father, and sister, who own 
land in the bottoms in this county. We are taxpayers, and we have 
owned land since the days of allotment. We feel that this dam was 
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put in for one prime purpose : to safeguard the farm industries and the 
cattle j 1) ius str 1e8 of this ( ‘ounty, whi Cc hy is. l be lieve, of the utmost value 
to the citizens of thiscounty. It is true that there are recreation possi- 
oe ies here, but I don’t think they will ever be in a position to compare 

ith the everyday income of the people t that work on that land—store- 
sh pers an d ever As «ly that lives here in this part of the country. It is 
true he ea | present reasons why they should be raised, but you can 
remember a few weeks ago a 24-inch flash flood in Texas. Something 
like that ane be less able to be handled by stor Ing more water in the 
lake. This kind of flood can come any month, including June, July, 
August, and September, that you ordinarily have a high rainfall. 1] 
think, since the dam was built for that purpose and it is really the 
months that the water level should be kept where the engineers would 
like to keep it. you would all agree that the people in charge of this 
dam, who are engineers and in control of these rivers, know best 
exactly how much water should be carried. You have got to always 
allow a good margin of safety in any proposition you come into, and 
we don’t want to destroy our margin of safety down the river. The 
cattlemen don’t want to put more water in it, and the man that sells 
that steer or brings in a bunch of oats and has money that is spent 12 
months in the year. If you will keep the water as is, it will work out 
best for all of us. Th: ni you. 

Mr. W. W. Corron. I am Dr. W. W. Cotton, of Poteau, Okla. I 
have an interest in a ladadii on the Wister Lake. I am also a 
fisherman as well asa rancher. It seems to me that some people have 
taken the idea that a figure was reached out and put down what the 
level of the Wister Lake is to be, but that is not right. That was done 
on a percentage basis. The Federal Government spent thousands of 
dollars studying the water level of this lake, as how much water goes 
down every year, what time it goes down, and how much margin of 
safety they should have to control the floods; and I am sure the engi- 
neers know more about this than I do, more than the honorable Con- 
gressman or the Senator does. I think this is a proposition that 
should be left to the engineers alone. They built the lake and studied 
it out before they built it. I don’t see where a bunch of fishermen, 
farmers, or ranchers should be in here trying to tell a group of people 
who have spent their life studying this thing out, knowing what should 
be done, where we should control the level of this lake. You talk 
about June ie, July, and August. I grew up on the Poteau River. I have 
seen as big a flood in August as I have in March, and any of the rest of 
you have seen it in July and August. Talk about your fishing i income. 
We took a little surve y, and there are about 4,000 cattle in the Wister 
area alone. Iam above the dam. The census cives better than 4.000 
head of cattle and an income of over $400,000 in a year in Le Flore 
( ‘ounty, and that will beat anything fishermen will put in here. What 
if we do raise this lake 4 feet? It does not make any difference, 4 
feet or 10 feet even—you are going to have a couple of thousand acres 

shallow water, and you can't make a fishing lake out of that lake in 
a hundred years if you set down and try. The Federal biologist spent 
the night with me last winter, and it is an utter impossibility to make 
the kind of fis hing lake that people anticipate. I could take you 
down and show you at least 50 bass that had built nests during that 
high water. The *y lay their eggs and they dry up and do not ‘hatch 
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out. You can have as good fish in the lake the way it is as if you 
would raise it. You had better get your fishing department to get you 
some fish and bring them down, but you are not going to raise them 
in there. 

The money was appropriated for flood control, what it was built 
for, and the Engineers figured it out, and that is the way it should 
remain. I used to be on Texoma, where the Senator kept his cabin 
cruisers. I talked to the Engineers, and they said, “We are going to 
have a mud hole down there.” That is a flood-control reservoir and 
that is what the Government appropriated the money for, and I 
don’t know why it should be sacrificed one bit in the world. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Dr. Cotton for your statement. 

Mr. A. J. Geren. I am A. J. Geren. I live at Fort Smith, 1122 
South Nineteenth Street. My purpose in coming up here is strictly 
an agricultural purpose. I have been farming down there in the lower 
end of Le Flore County since 1905. I have been a taxpayer in Okla- 
homa since 1910. Since I have been there farming, we have had 
a number of floods—I can’t enumerate just how many—but we have 
had just as many floods during the month of June as we have had any 
other time of the year. ( ‘onsequently, I have seen relief in the dam 
and through the month of June. There is no telling how many food 
crops I have lost during my time of farming down there on account of 
not having protection from the Poteau River; and, since this dam 
has been constructed, we have not had any floods at all. However, 
we have had some little trouble from the Arkansas River, but this 
dam up here could not help it. I want to enter my wish for the level 
to stay as is, because I feel the Engineers that built it know best what 
should be done with that water. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Mr. Geren. 

Jess B. Harper, of Talihina. 

Mr. Jess B. Harper. I didn’t request to be heard. 

Senator Kerr. You didn’t say that you didn’t want to be heard. 

Mr. Harper. Senator and Representative, and members of our 
State senate and representatives, ladies and gentlemen, I would like 
to be on both sides of this thing. I didn’t know when I came up here 
just how the people were divided—the Lions’ Club of Talihina and 
Mr. Foster—when we came together we asked naturally. We want to 
help all the towns: we want to be good citizens, and we want to he ‘Ip 
Wister and Poteau and Heavener and a lot of people around Spiro 
and Fort Smith—up and down the valley. I can see it is a real prob- 
lem. I realize that southern Oklahoma can someday be made a recrea- 
tional center in my way of thinking. It might be a hundred years 
from now, but it will be the playground of this section of 0 country. 
People from Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Texas will make it a play- 
ground. On the other hand, in my way of thinking, if this pre vents 
floods and destroys a man’s cattle or ruins him and puts him out of 
business, then I certainly wouldn’t want to see something done to 
destroy what people have or raise. I like to fish. They asked if I was 
retired. I said “semi.” I like to catch good fish, and if it could be 
worked out I would like to see it raised; but, if it is going to be de- 
structive, then don’t do it. I am no engineer, but could the dam be 
raised 4 feet and then raise the water back and still have the same 
protection ’—that is the only point I could see. It might cost us a 
little more, but what does that amount to now when we are in debt a 
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hundred billion dollars‘ But there are persons that it would still 
hurt, so I learned today from Dr. Cotton. When he remarked that 
there were 4,000 head of cattle, the Government must be getting a 
little revenue, while the dam is down here raising the moisture and 
wood grass, and that does mean a lot. Of course, we feel at Talihina 
that we are across the mountain. I don’t know; Lam not ina position 
to say, but I would like to see a lot of good lakes in this county. 

I would like to know how they control Texoma and still have a 
lot of water and still protect the people below the dam. The engineers 
might work out the same problem here that they do there. 1 suppose 
they could not raise the water a few feet and still have the relief 
from floods that they do now. Why can’t you get those people up in 
Washington to appropriate a few million dollars and raise the whole 
dam? I don’t know. I am glad to be here and meet old friends and 
see you all, but this isa hot potato ina way. Well, I am not making 
any race for office and I have been careful to listen to our Representa- 
tive and Senator, but they don’t want to hurt anyone. If I thought— 
| love the people and I ‘wish we had a good big lake and we could 
really fish, but if I saw one old man down on Poteau River that had 
his entire crop and a few cattle lost that would destroy him, that 
would put him out of business, I would not ask you to raise it. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Jess. 

Mr. L. H. Henson. 

Mr. L. H. Henson. Senator, I am L. H. Henson, Poteau, Okla. 
Ill make my remarks as brief as possible because my opinion has been 
expressed several times. It is somewhat embarrassing to get up before 
these important men, Congressmen and Senators of the United States, 
even of our county. When we were going to school we had our de- 
— ¢ club. We would hand out pretty rich problems, so I hope at 

his time I won't make any remarks that add more to the 4 feeling of 
anyone. Of course, sometimes I pull a lot of jokes. I have known 
this Poteau River for 50 years. I iesine really had the experience of 
overflows, destroying of a lot of farm products and livestock, and 
how when : speak Iam remembering myself—I am speaking for the 
farmer in general, for I know. Now, there is a lot of difference in 
getting up” some morning, going out and Sesto over the hill and 
see the river for miles and miles, knowing what you have got there. 
You and your children have worked hard, and go and look, ; realizing 
what you have lost, not only for your benefit, but we know the food 
we were raising down there went to help feed the world, and our 
tuxes—we pay taxes just the same as the others. 

Dr. Cotton expressed my opinion almost to what I might have said. 
There is no use in repeating it. It made me think of a joke, excuse 
me, my uncle and I were out rabbit hunting, up jumped a rabbit and 
he shot first and killed the rabbit and my uncle just took it right out 
of my hand, and said “Well, you are just bahind, that is all.” So 
that’s the way I was when Dr. Cotton pulled the trigger before I had 
an 8 MON to pull the trigger. The wealth that has been brought 
in here by the tourist—how does that wealth compare with the wealth 
the farmer should produce in the bottoms? Now while we are having 
those big overflows, land washed away, you miss the crops but you 
miss the soil where your plowshares run. I had rather have been a 
fisherman like lots of these others, and got in my car and got my bait 
and gone off fishing that to go down there and see destruction. Take 
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the 1934 drought, I didn’t make enough to feed. In 1935 it just rained 
and flooded all the year. Didn’t make any feed at all, just a little 
rough stuff. 1936, of course, we had another dry year just like this 
one has been. Speaking about the heavy overflow, when our land 
overflowed I worked in the bottom myself. You folks driving around 
over this county in which this reservoir is located, fishing, you see 
the farms all growing up. You see that all over the country, nothing 
much being raised to eat, nothing more than dairy cattle for products 
of milk and butter. Another thing we farmers do. You take in the 
summertime when most of your children are looking forward to a 
vacation out of school, we farmers, our children don’t have any vaca- 
tion. When I am farming I try to keep my children in school. I 
make a living and keep them in school, but duri ing vacation time when 
other children are going out fishing and having a good time, they had 
to work on the farm. Iam speaking of the farmer in general. Sol 
would take that together. 

If I had more experience I could get up before an audience. I might 
make it more instructional where you can understand it. We are not 
asking for sympathy. We have never h: ad any and sometimes I think 
we have never got much, but we are trying to feed the world, trying 
to produce food and taking care of lots of the cities and a little 
rural ap tony seat here. Most of our rural towns and cities were 
settled by farmers; farmers used to be there. They are about out 
of that you know. They don’t appreciate it; they will set down to 
the table—to the finest table, have company, most beautiful stuff to 
eat; they don’t realize, don’t appreciate the fact that the farmer’s 
child helped provide that, probably was kept out of the school and 
no vacation, and by their little hands they helped provide that stuff 
that was on their table. They don’t think where it eame from, who 
provided it, folks like me. I am getting old, yes, I am. I raised 
a family of 10 children, all living, all on their own now and only 
two boys and one girl on the farm. I reckon I discouraged them. 
When they thought they should be having a vacation and recreation, 
I had to keep them there helping me make a living and put clothes on 
that looked kinda decent to vO oul in pub lie p laces Doc tor you fig- 
ure about what the money is brought in by this lake over here, be- 
cause the farming industry of this county and this area has paid far 
more. Taking the upland and we have to depend upon what bottom 
land we have. We are going back down and building it up and we 
can afford to, we can go and build that land up for we won't have 
any overflows, we can build it up now. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Mr. Henson, for your statement. 

Harry B. Mixon, of Panama. 

Mr. Harry L. Mixon. I am Harry B. Mixon, from Poteau-Panama 
Furniture and Panama Butane. I don’t want to vote: I don’t own : 
boat. I don’t know anything about the water level. I don’t know 
one footage from another, but I do know there is a lot of water coming 
down Poteau River. I don’t believe the floods can be controlled with 
itraised. Ihave hada lot of experience. Up until last year, I owned 
2,500 acres of this poor land and I know what water will do to it. 
I saw farmers when you couldn’t even see a road anywhere in a half 
mile of their farms, buildings, tractors’ and mae hinery covered with 
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sand, and I don’t think the level on Wister Dam can be raised and 
give protection to the farmer below the dam. Thank you. 

Senator Kerr. Mr. Ford Watkins. 

Mr. Forp Warkins. I am seared plum to death. I see a lot of 
friends over here. The “Vv promised if I got into trouble they would 
help me. I am offering a petition from the cattlemen loc ated above 
the Wister Dam and consisting of Poteau River and Fouche Maline 
River Valley. There are over 4,000 head of cattle in that area. It 
was stated there was no objection the first year the lake was raised 
for the settling period of the dam, no objection by the cattlemen at 
that time, which was true. Further, the people hadn't had time to 
settle down and start cow ranching at that time. They also had ample 
warning that it would be held at this level. What happened that year? 
Let’s go back and look at it. The water went higher than ever before, 
These old farmers like Mr. Green have seen it more times than you 
and I have. All right, here is our proposition. We had 4,000 head 
of cattle. It is not all grazing. They have winter ranges and having 
to get up in the middle of the night trying to get the cattle out, the 
water coming up higher than 3 feet vertic alin | night’s time. It did 
it last year. What we are interested in is summer grazing. Four 
thousand cattle put in about $400,000 around Wister, Heavener, and 
Poteau trade territory where we spend what little money we get. Our 
summer pasture down there, especially this year, has been worth 
more dollars and cents to this vicinity than any other thing. We have 
had the most terrible drought since 1936. 

Senator Kerr. May I ask a question? Will you put into the rec- 
ord the amount of increase of weight that the cattle pit on in the 
summer grazing? 

Mr. Warxins. Yes, that would be easy to do. One spring calf in 
ordinary times sold at about 400 pounds. Now I don’t know too 
much about steer raising and we also have sheep, and we have got men 
down there from Texas. I couldn’t give you a figure on that. I don’t 
know their average weight. We will find the average weight per 
cow is more than what your Western States is, and they will bear me 
out. Now there is a very conservative side to it. Now we have of- 
fered this petition here and what we state is this. We have regulated 
our business down there to the way the dam has been operated right 
now. We think we are in the majority where the income we have 
from cattle will mean more to the people in the towns. Now the 
chamber of commerce has offered letters. I tried that. I owned a 
concession on the Wister Lake and I sold and took over about a $10,000 
loss on the investment. You can’t compete with the Tenkiller Dam, 
Grand River Dam. The Wister Lake can’t compete with these, so 
why don’t we take what we have and make the best of it. If not, let 
us alone and have use of the summer grazing. Honest to goodness 
that is the only thing that saved the farmers down there. You can 
see little towns—look at Wister. They are for raising the level. They 
wanted the dam; they have lost all their population ‘and don’t get one 
dime’s worth of trade. They lost their farms; they lost their “cotton 
gins and _ everything, and please put me down on record against 
the Wister Lake being raised and leave it strictly up to the Army 
uakiciees. 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Mr. Watkins. Mr. Sutton of Summer- 
field. Isn’t it P. S. Sutton? 
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Mr. P. S. Surron. I am P. 8. Sutton, Summerfield, Okla., retired 
railroad conductor and interested in sheep raising and broilers. Now 
I am opposed to raising the dam because of the water getting up. 
The civil Army engineers know what they are doing—that is one 
thing—and I am afraid it would endanger people. It would put so 
many people out of business. So many people came out of the serv- 
ice and bought homes and are paying for them from the proceeds of 
the cattle. ‘That is going to ruin them, and if we are not going to 
take the advice of the Army engineers then why not dispense with 
their services and save that expense ? That is my views. I will give 
you an illustration. Their men have spent their life in that partic ular 
line of work. Tam going to ask Senator Kerr a question and Congress- 
man Albert, to give you an illustration. I give you, Mr. Albert, 
credit of being the smartest man in Oklahoma, and Senator Kerr, one 
of the smartest men in the United States. If the people had had sense 
enough to elect him, Eisenhower might have lost a vote. I am going 
to ask him a question. Suppose I should take the Senator around 
braking for me, then the air goes on and I go see what is the matter 
and the coupling pin—and I say “Robert, son, go back and bring me a 
bleeder rod and nugget pin” and I would like to know what the Sen- 
ator would be looking for. 

Senator Kerr. Bleeder rod and nugget pin. 

Mr. Sutron. Then if 1 was setting at my desk and writing and I 
saw a car on the ground and I jumped in the caboose and Congressman 
Albert was setting in the caboose, and I’d say, “Robert, pull that 
monkey’s tail.” What would you do? 

Senator Kerr. I am going to get better acquainted with things be- 
fore we start. 

Mr. Surron. Sothat ismy views onthis. Ithank you, Senator Kerr, 
and Congressman Albert, and I am sorry these Oklahoma Democrats 
didn’t do a little something and get him nominated. 

Mr. Fox Woop. My name is Fox Wood. I live in Oklahoma City, 
but Tama taxpayer in Le Flore County. I own a good deal of prop- 
ertv—more in Le Flore County than any other county in the State. 
When you get sick you call for a doctor. All right, you don’t want 
someone else. You don’t want a horse doctor to come see you. Now 
if this proposition is sick down at Wister, the doctors are the Army 
engineers. They told you about floods, about controlling that water 
and raising the level behind the dam in the lake duri ing certain months. 
In 1945, the 20th day of August, Willie Howe and J. Williams and 
[ went down tothe island. I had corn down there. I said we would 
make 50 bushels per acre. And Mr. Howe said 60 bushels, and that 
was on the 20th day of August, and 26 hours after that you could 
only see the tassels on that corn. You can have flash floods. Unfor- 
tunately man cannot control the floods. Then we built that dam 
for flood control. If by any chance when we have flood control and 
fishermen can catch a few fish, all well and good, but let’s not lose 
sight of the fact that the principal objective is flood control. It 
was built for flood control. The greatest asset that the State of Okla- 
homa has is agriculture. We produce a lot of oil as the Senator well 
knows, but the leading crop—the leading returns that we have today 
in Oklahoma—is from agriculture. You can have one flood on the 
Poteau below the Wister Dam and it will destroy property of more 
value than your fishermen or tourists will bring in here in a good 
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many years. I am not opposed to fishing. I like to fish, but gentle- 
men, Le Flore County is now coming into its own. You have valua- 
ble land down there. I bought the first land down on that island about 
40 years ago. I have never been able to get any returns anything 
like the land cost me. 

I would have been better off if I had invested my money at one- 
half of 1 percent, but being a man that likes to hold on to it. I have 
kept it. I thought maybe some day lightning would strike and it 
did direct when the Government built the Wister Dam. I say let’s 
not overlook the fact that the dam was built for one purpose—the 
prime purpose is flood control. Now if we raise the water in that 
lake and we have a flash flood we will have a damage that we cannot 
repay in many years from the tourists and fishing privileges. This 
gentleman told you about what he lost down there. I don’t think 
Lake Wister will ever be a resort. You have too many places around 
here. Let’s look at the thing simply, and improve our land in Poteau 
River Valley. We have some wonderful land down there. As I said 
a while ago, I talked to the Army engineers and in 30 years there 
had been 50 disastrous floods in the Poteau River Valle sy. That has 
been remedied. Today we are not having floods and you are gradu- 
ally seeing this land put into cultivation and raising fine crops and 
cattle. People are coming in here from everywhere. You have mild 
winters. Twas in Akron, Ohio, and talked with a gentleman of Good- 
vear Tire & Rubber Co. and he said he could go in the South and 
save a good difference in the fuel and as a result they are coming into 
Oklahoma, and it is coming into its own, and I have to agree with Mr. 
Harper when the Senator and Congressman get in good roads, we 
are going to have the best recreation land in Oklahoma. But let’s 
not overlook our farms. 

Mr. Fox Woop IIT. My name is Fox Wood ITI. TI live in Poteau, 
11 South Walter. Senator Kerr, Congressman Albert. and the rest 
of the Representatives: I want to state a fact—just a cold, hard fact. 
A lot of us don’t like to face facts, particularly when they don’t co 
incide with our own beliefs, and what we want to do. I want to state 
i fact that apples to Le Flore County—this part of the State and 
in which, although in the future it may not apply, it probably will 
remain a fact for many years, and that is this: Le Flore County and 
the surrounding area is primarily an agricultural area. It is not an 
industrial area, not a manufacturing area. Our greatest resource here 

agriculture. It has always been for many years and will continue 
to be. 

I certainly realize the purpose the businessmen have, and the cham 
he lr ¢ f ecommerce . the purpos es of these people i In attempting to bri Ing 
into this area new business enterprises and also things to supplement 
neome in this area from agriculture, but look around vou and what 
do you see? At the present time you see farms and ranches and a 
few small industries. I hope, along with everyone else, we can bring 
along in this area additional industry. The fact remains that this 
is an agricultural area. Look at the resources around here. The 
chances are it will remain an agricultural area for quite some time, 
and that is what some people don’t seem to want to face. Let me 
give you an illustration, a personal illustration. I am relatively a 
smaller farmer than some other people who are farming and ranching 
in the area below the dam. I am not a native of this county. The 
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only one reason why I am here today or any other day is because the 
Wister Dam is built and has reduced the hazards of overflows on some 
property which has been in our family for a number of years. We 
have since bought additional property in this area. I have been here 
2 years. As I say, I don’t consider myself : ae er Many 
people own more property and equipment than I do, but I just want 
to give you this one fact. In 2 years we have spent in cold hard cash 
approximately $100,000 in this community and this area, and not one 
penny of that would have been spent here if I hadn't thought the 
Wister Dam would reduce and approximately eliminate the hazards 
of overflows in this area. How many tourists, how many fishermen 
how many boating enthusiasts are going to spend $100,000 with you 
businessmen’ Not very many. We spe: ak of raising the level of the 
lake during the months of June, July, August, ond September. Let 
me bring this to you. You all p srobably know it. You cant control 
rainfall. You can’t say today, “I want four more feet of water in 
this lake.” You can’t say tomorrow, “We will let that out and get 
rid of it.” You might not have the water at the time you want it, 
and you might have too much at a time when you wished you could 
have gotten ‘rid of it a long time ago. You can’t say you want it and 
don’t want it. You have to take into account the capacity of the 
reservoir. We can’t control that. I am a fisherman and a hunter 
and if I ever make enough money that is what | may do all the rest 
of mv life. 

But at the same time you can’s set these levels. Let nature do that. 
I would like to remain here. As a matter of fact this is one of our 
driest years. We had considerable floods go over our lowland area 
below the Wister Dam. Some fields and farms were not planted this 
spring because of discharge from the reservoir and that is during a 
dry year. Apparently the Army engineers had a good reason for 
letting that water flow. What if they had had four more feet of 
water than they had. I know what would have happened to us—our 
entire acreage would have been in water. I intend to make this my 
home. I am not coming down on Saturday and Sunday to fish. I 
live here 7 days a week. My family lives here. My children will 
go to school here. I will be here 12 months a year, indefinitely. I 
want to say to you—your agricultural people will mean more to this 
area than all the recreational money you can get into it. I think we 
should try to get the people to come in this area and spend their 
money for fishing and boating. At ihe same time we have thousands 
and thousands of acres of otherwise worthless land below the dam 
which can now be made highly productive agricultural property. 
You can’t bring more money into your community unless you bring 
in more people. If a man used to raise 10, 15, or 30 bushels of corn 
and can now raise 70 or 80 bushels on the same aaa of land, does 
that mean any more money in your community’ I'll say it does. It 
means a lot. That sums up in fact what can be done with this 
property that has been released from the overflow. It has been stated 
that in the past years we had no complaints on the water level. This 
is our direst year in 16 years. Why take this as a particular basis 
for agitation to raise the water level? I think in normal years we 
will have enough water to have recreation. 

Of course, in the last analysis, I am not an engineer and very few 
people here are engineers. They made a calculation and made the 
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study of all that is necessary and they are people who know more 
than any of us the capacity of that reservoir, how fast it comes In and 
goes out safely. They have given you a level, maybe it can be ad- 
justed slightly. I doubt very seriously that you can acljust that level 
any appreciable amount and still have good control. ‘The only rea- 
son I am here and my family is, because that dam 1s here, and when 
that river comes up, if it does again, and has many times, I have no 
choice but to go to another area and try to make a living, because the 
land we have here will be practically worthless. 

Senator Kerr. That concludes the statement by those who requested 
to be heard. 

Dr. Corron. I feel like I voice the sentiment of the people above 
and below the dam. If they will allow the Army engineers to op- 
erate the Wister Dam the way they see fit, they will all be satishied. 
| Applause. | 

Senator Kerr. Thank you, Dr. Cotton. Is there another who would 
like to say something ? 

Mr. Harry Mrxon. I would like to make another statement. We 
were delayed 30 days this spring in planting because of the overflow 
water. Iam sure many of these fellows were delayed. As Mr. Wood 
brought out. I am sure that others would like to see the runoff cut 
down a little to keep from flooding their land, and that is the reason 
the water level can’t be raised, and there is where we are all hurting 
how. 

Senator Kerr. I want to express my appreciation to all who put a 
statement in the record. Colonel Herb, head of the Army engineers 
in this part of the United States, is here. I want to express my ap- 
preciation to him for his presence in that he and his people are 
keenly interested in what they have heard here today. The Army 
engineers are aware of their responsibility professionally to carry 
out the assignment given them by the Congress, but also are keenly 
aware that they must do so on the basis to meet the approval in the 
area where they are operating. Now, Colonel, we would like to have 
you come down and say what you care to, and what is appropriate in 
connection with this matter. 

Colonel Hers. Thank you, Senator Kerr, Congressman Albert, 
ladies and gentlemen, I think the subject has been very well cov- 
ered. However, I believe, I have some facts or data that will at 
least be of importance to you. First, the formal statement. will be 
furnished the Public Works Committee by the Chief of Engineers in 
Washington, D. C. 

Senator Kerr. When that is furnished, it will be made a matter of 
record and will be available to the rest of the area, 

(The matter referred to is as follows:) 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, 


Washington 25, D. C., December 22, 1952. 
Hon. DENNIS CHAVEZ, 


Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


DEAR SENATOR CHAVEZ: Pursuant to the notice dated September 11, 1952, issued 
by the Public Works Committee, United States Senate, Col. E. G. Herb, our 
district engineer, Tulsa District, attended a public hearing at Poteau, Okla., to 
determine the feasibility of altering the elevation of the conservation pool and 


At this hearing, Colonel Herb presented data 


the operation of Wister Reservoir. 
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und answered questions concerning the present method of operation of this 
project. He also stated that the Chief of Engineers would submit a statement to 
the committee at a later date outlining the official position of the Corps of 
Engineers concerning the proposals desired by certain local interests. My views 
concerning this matter are summarized below. 

Wister Reservoir was authorized for construction by the 1938 Flood Control Act 
as a part of the Arkansas River Basin system recommended in Committee Docu- 
ment No. 1, Seventy-tifth Congress, first session. Construction work was initiated 
by the Corps of Engineers in 1946, and the project was completed and placed in 
operation in 1949. The total cost of the project is $10,480,000. 

Wister Reservoir has been in operation for flood control for about 3 years, and 
during this period has prevented damages in the Poteau and Arkansas River 
Valleys amounting to $2,260,000. 

The level of the conservation pool is being maintained, as nearly as practicable, 
at elevation 471.6 feet, mean sea level, which provides a surface area of 4,020 
acres. Available data indicate that the water depth at this elevation is normally 
in excess of 5 feet over about three-fourths of the pool. Certain local interests 
have suggested that the elevation of the conservation pool be raised to elevation 
175.6 feet, mean sea level, an increase of 4 feet, to enhance the recreational 
aspects of the reservoir. 

The conservation pool at its present elevation affords opportunities for boat- 
ing, swimming, fishing, and waterfowl hunting. The recreational attractiveness 
of the conservation pool and surrounding shore lands is indicated by the reeord 
of the number of annual visitors to the project: 373,000 persons in 1950; about 
762,000 persons in 1951; and about 586,000 persons during the S-month period, 
January through August 1952. The reservoir level fell below conservation pool 
level of 471.6 on June 25, 1952, and stood at 470.2 at the time of the public hearing 
at Poteau. Due to the drought in the area the reservoir level remained below 
471.6 until November 25, 1952. No releases were made during the dry period, 
except for pollution abatement at Poteau in November. 

To increase the elevation of the conservation pool 4 feet, as desired by certain 
local interests, would decrease the capacity of the flood-control pool from 400,000 
acre-feet to 380,000 acre-feet, and, consequently, decrease the effectiveness of 
the project in providing flood protection in the downstream areas. Reduction of 
the flood-control storage by 20,000 acre-feet would result in additional flooding 
in the Poteau River Valley downstream from the dam during the occurrence of 
most floods having a volume in excess of the April 1927 flood. A volume of flood 
water equal to 20,000 acre-feet would be sutlicient to increase the flooding in 
the valley by approximately 114 feet. Probability studies indicate that the fre- 
quency of completely filling the tlood-control pool is once in 13 years, indicating 
that instead of reducing the flood-control storage a need exists for additional 
flood-control storage. 

Floods in Poteau Valley are not of seasonal occurrence, and may occur during 
any month of the year. Luring the period 1900 through 1948, a total of 8) 
floods occurred in the Poteau River Valley, of which 10 occurred during the 
summer months. A little over 40 percent of the damages of 52,260,000 which 
have been prevented by Wister Reservoir were prevented during the months of 
June, July, August, and September. Hence, it is not practicable, as has been 
suggested, to increase temporarily the elevation of the conservation pool dur 
ing the summer when recreational activities are at a peak. The largest flood of 
record occurred during the period February—June 1945, with a total of five sepa- 
rate crests ranging from $2,900 cubic feet per second to 73,500 cubic feet per 
second, and a total volume of 2,000,000 acre-feet. The largest crest of this flood 
occurred in June at a time when the full amount of the ftlood-control capacity 
would have been needed the most. With the proposed method of seasonal oper 
ation, the full amount of the flood-control capacity would not have been available. 

The flood-control capacity of Wister Reservoir is based on control of the April 

927 flood, the second largest flood of record in point of volume. The reservoir 
would not have completely controlled the February—June 1945 flood, the max 
mum of record, described in the preceding paragraph ; storage capacity of 696,000 
acre-feet would be needed for that control. Topographic limitations at Wister 
Dam and of other dam sites in the Poteau River Valley preclude economic devel 
opment of flood-control storage necessary to control the maximum flood of record 

With respect to changing the method of operation of Wister Reservoir, as 
mentioned in the public notice and discussed at the hearing, there is no operat- 
ing procedure which could be utilized to compensate for the loss of flood-control 
storage resulting from increasing the elevation of the conservation pool. The 
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reservoir is presently operated so that whenever the’ reservoir rises above con 
servation pool elevation outflow is allowed to equal inflow, unless this would 
cause or contribute to flooding downstream. When floods are being regulated, 

itflow through the conduits is limited so as to keep the river below flood stage 
at Poteau, Okla. or below 22 feet on the gage of the Arkansas River at Van 
Buren, Ark. When the reservoir is above the elevation of spillway crest, eleva 
tion 502.5, there is no control over the amount of flow over the spillway, this 
being dependent upon the reservoir elevation When the reservoir is between 
elevations 502.5 and 505.3, the flow over the spillway varies from zero at eleva 
tion 502.5 to 9,000 cubie feet per second (channel capacity below the dam) at 
elevation 505.3, and in this range of pool elevations the gates in the conduits 
are regulated so as to release flows from the reservoir at the maximum non 
damaging rate possible up to 9,000 cubic feet per second. When the reservoir 
is above elevation 505.5 (spillway discharze 9.000 cubic feet per second) all 
conduit gates are fully closed and all outflow from the reservoir is over the 
uncontrolled spillway. Although the flow over the spillway is uncontrolled, 
the storage in the reservoir above the spillway crest acts as a control in that 
peak inflows into the reservoir are partially stored and the resultant peak 
outflows are reduced measurably. River stages below the dam are then depend 
ent upon the volume and duration of succeeding inflows into the reservoir 
Further downstream, stages in the river may be increased by inflows from the 
intervening drainage areas, 

The question of altering the basic project function or functions of Completed 
reservoir projects under the jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers from their 
authorized purposes to better serve the needs of such secondary or incidental 
functions as recreation is a matter of increasing national concern. The Corps 
of Engineers has received many such requests during recent years, based 
principally on the increasing use and demand by the public of enlarged facilities 
for these purposes. In some cases, minor adjustments or changes can be made, 
and have been made, without impairment of the authorized project purposes 
However, it would appear unwise to make such alteration when operation of 
a project for the purposes originally authorized by Congress is impaired. Such 
is the case for Wister Reservoir, and it is believed that changes should not 
be made unless* after full consideration of all of the facts, Congress desires and 
authorizes such changes to be made. 

In view of the foregoing, it is concluded that Wister Reservoir is currently 
heing operated in the best manner possible for its primary authorized function 
for flood control. 1, therefore, advise that the conservation pool not be raised 
at this time to the detriment of that operation. 

Sincerely yours, 
Lewis A. Pick, 
Lieutenant General, Chief of Engineers 


Colonel Hers. Of course, Wister Dam was authorized and contract 
was let in 1946 and completed in 1949. During the past 50 years 85 
floods of record have oecurred, most of which would have been con- 
trolled had the dam been built, and actually there have been floods 
which the Wister Reservoir has controlled during the 3 years of op- 
eration. Also the Wister Reservoir has prevented flood loss down- 
stream of about $2,300,000 below Wister on the Poteau River. Act- 
ually 42 percent of that amount have been flood damages prevented 
during the four summer months—during June, July, August, and 
September. The largest amount during any 1 month was in July 
of last year. Of course you all remember the tremendous high waters 
we had throughout this county and also the Missouri River during last 
summer. From the viewpoint of recreation, this area is considerably 
on the upgrade. Last year Wister had 705,000 visitors, the 1950 fig- 
ure was slightly under 400,000 and during this vear through August 
it has totaled about 600,000, and it will at least exceed the figures of 
last year in visitors. . 

There was at least one statement that the discharge from this reser- 
voir prevented crops from being planted, I assume in the low area, 
some 5, 10, or 30 days this past spring. We have that subject under 
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study, and I hope we will be able to do something about it. We were 
taking 9,000 cubie feet per second out of the lake, and from the study 
we have learned that a certain low area would be flooded when we 
released 9.000 cubic feet per second. However, in making the study 
it will take a little time. We can reduce the flooding by lowering that 
discharge to channel capacity. Of course, when we do that we have 
to change our manual of oper: ation, and that has to go to higher 
authority. As I say, we are in the process of making i at study, and 
when we get it finished we will tell you the result of it. Thank you 
for giving me the opportunity of speaking here today. 

Congressman Apert. Let me ask you a question. There have been 
three points brought out here today that I think should be cleared up. 
The last one you mentioned, that the flood—the outlet—is coming a 
little too fast in the release and keeping farmers from crossing the 
river to get to land and across to where they live. There has been 
something said here that perhaps the water level could be kept up 
during the summer months, and you have mentioned that the largest 
flood was during the summer months, since the dam has been con- 
structed; and does the history on that flood lead you to believe that 
it would be unsafe in the summer months to have the water level any 
higher now ? 

Colonel Hers. The flood of last July is the one that caused the most 
damage. As I reeall the ficures on that. the top elevation reached in 
the reservoir was about 494. Well, of course, naturally that would 
put it up to 498 in the reservoir. So far as that one flood is concerned, 
to raise the lake 4 feet. it would have caused no harm. However, if 
another rain would have come and we would have gotten it to 498, 
I don’t know what would have happened. ‘That would be up to the 
good Lord. 

Congressman ALBERT. How many floods during the past 5 vears that 
would have rendered it unsafe—the Wister Dam—if it had had an 
additional 4 feet of water in the lake? 

Colonel Hers. Actually, 2 

Senator Kerr. Would the Wister Reservoir at the level you carry 
have contained that flood ? 

Colonel Hers. No, sir: it would not have contained it. In fact, the 
Wister Dam would have done some good, but would not have afforded 
major protection, because the flood was so great. The other flood hap- 
pened in 1928. The Wister Dam—the way it is operated—could have 
contained that flood. That is the only two of record that we have 
that have occurred in the last 50 vears. The water level is now 
1.4 feet below the conservation pool. The low point is due to the fact 
that not enough water is coming in. The incoming water just about. 
equals seepage. We hope to work out the discharge rate which will 
maintain the water level in the conservation pool at a safe stage and 
still will not flood areas below the dam. 

Mr. Witsur Moretanp. How much would it. raise the level of the 
lake if it was raised 4 feet ? 

Colonel Herr. It would raise it from 494 to 498. 

Mr. Fox Woop. Do you think it would be dangerous to carry the 
4-foot level ? 

Colonel Hers. Yes, sir. 

Congressman ALBERT. What about the damage, actual damage of its 
being raised ¢ 
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Colonel Hern. I am not prepared to give you anything on that ques- 
tion, whether the benefit downstream would justify the cost of raising 
the dam. I think there is one railroad that goes through this reservoir 
area and probably some highway that would have to be relocated. We 
have no authority to investigate that proposition at this time. 

Colonel Rersr. If you raised it 4 feet, whatever the threat would be, 
it would only raise the spillway 6 inches and not 4 feet. 

Colonel Hern. Yes, I made a mistake. I am not sure of exactly 
how much it would raise at the top of the pool. Our rating curve 
would reveal that. 

Colonel Rersr. The whole thing is considering raising the elevation 
6 inches at the spillway ? 

Colonel Hern. I believe you might be right on this. I would have 
to study that. 

Senator Kerr. I think the question of what Mr. Reese said, is that 
an additional 6 inches of flood control whereby the spillway alone or 
whatever specific action would have to be followed provided it would 
take care of the additional 4 feet. 

Colonel Reese. Six inches at the top would be equivalent to 4 feet 
of water and it would not be equivalent to 498. It would just be 6 
inches. 

Colonel Hers. I can’t say that he is correct or wrong. 

Mr. Witsur Mooretanp. We were just wondering approximately 
what the difference would be at the conservation level and 4 feet above. 

Colonel Hers. Four feet conservation is about 2 feet and not 6 
inches. Based on the figures I have brought with me, I think it would 
be closer to 2 feet than 6 inches. 

Mr. Costner. How much do you go below the conservation 4 

Colonel Hers. At the present time it is 1.4 feet below. 

Mr. Woop. So the water is not coming in as fast ? 

Colonel Hers. The water coming in the reservoir, I think, is 72 feet 
per second. 

Mr. Woop. What, Colonel, when that water reaches a supreme high 
level, is the dam in any danger of threat ¢ 

Colonel Hers. When it was up there it was about as high as it has 
ever been in the lake. 

Senator Kerr. Was it designed to carry it to the top of the spillway 
at elevation 502 ¢ 

Colonel Hers. The top is 471.6, about 3 feet the engineers tell us 
when the water goes over the spillway, and we start after it gets about 

} feet over the spillway ; we close all conduits and water coming down 
the river will depend on how much it rains and how much overflow and 
at that time we watch the overflow. That has not happened since this 
reservoir has been there. 

Senator Kerr. Any other questions that you want to ask the colo- 
nel? We are very grateful to you to have you here. Unless there 
are others who care to make a statement that will bring our meeting 
to a close. We express our appreciation to Congressman Albert, and 
our appreciation for your cooperation in giving us the information 
that we might make it available to the committee and the engineers. 
We will now adjourn. 

Mr. Woop. We are glad that you and Congressman Albert came 
here. Give them a hand. [Applause.] 

(Whereupon, at 1:05 p. m. the subcommittee adjourned.) 
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Additional statements received are as follows: 


Pusiic WorKs CoMMITTEF, UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON RIVERS AND HARBORS AND FLOOD CONTROL, 
SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, 
Washington, D. C., September 11, 1952 


WISTER RESERVOIR, POTEAU RIVER, OKLA. NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


To Whom It May Concern: 


The Public Works Committee of the United States Senate will hold a publie 
hearing in the cafeteria room of the Poteau High School Building at 10:50 a. m 
on September 28, 1952. The hearing will be held to determine the feasibility 
of altering the elevation of the conservation pool and the operation of the Wister 
Reservoir. 

All parties who have an interest in the subject of the hearing are invited to 
be present or represented at the hearing. They will be given adequate oppor 
tunity to express their views, preferably submitting a detailed statement in 
writing with a brief oral summary of that statement at the hearing. While 
other oral statements will be heard, all important facts and arguments should 
be submitted in writing in tripilicate for accuracy of the record. Written state 
ments may be handed to the committee at the meeting or mailed beforehand 
to the Public Works Committee, United States Senate, Senate Othce Building, 
Washington, D. C. It should be understood that written statements submitted 
to the committee prior to the hearing will be made a part of the record. 

You are requested to communicate the foregoing to any persons known by 
you to be interested in the desired improvement and who, not being known to 
this committee, do not receive a copy of this communication. 

Attached hereto is a list of those who have been notified of this hearing 

Pusitic WorKS COMMITTEE, 
United States Senate. 
FEDERAI 


District Engineer, Corps of Engineers, Tulsa, Okla. 

State Soil Conservationist, Soil Conservation Service, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Regional Director, Bureau of Reclamation, Amarillo, Tex. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D. C. 

Southwestern Power Administration, Tulsa, Okla. 


Federal Power Commission, Washington, D. C. 
STATE 


Hon. Johnston Murray, Governor of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Chairman, Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Chairman, Fish and Game Commission, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Director, State Highway Department, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


COUNTY 


Board of County Commissioners, Latimer County, Wilburton, Okla. 
Board of County Commissioners, Le Flore County, Poteau, Okla. 
County Attorney, Latimer County, Wilburton, Okla. 

County Attorney, Le Flore County, Poteau, Okla. 


cITY 

The Mayor, Poteau, Okla, Superintendent of Schools, Poteau, 
Okla. 

The Mayor, Heavener, Okla. Superintendent of Schools, Heavener, 
Okla. 

The Mayor, Wister, Okla. Superintendent of Schools, Wister, 
Okla. 

The Mayor, Wilburton, Okla. Superintendent of Schools, Wilburton, 
Okla. 

The Mayor, McCurtain, Okla. Sunerintendent of Schools, McCurtain, 
Okla. 

The Mayor, Spiro, Okla. Superintendent of Schools, Spiro, Okla. 

The Mayor, Talihina, Okla. Sunerintendent of Schools, Talihina, 


Okla. 
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INDIVIDUALS 


Carr Gatewood, Poteau, Okla kd Foster, Lions Club, Talihina, Okla. 
L. L. Towrey, Poteau, Okla. Kenneth Wells, Poteau, Okla. 

Frank Milam, Poteau, Okla. P.O. Bridgman, Jr., Poteau, Okla. 
John Wright, Poteau, Okla Paul Nichols, Poteau, Okla. 

Gatie Frank, Poteau, Okla A. A. Lingle, Poteau, Okla. 

Jay Helm, Poteau, Okla W. W. Byer, Poteau, Okla. 

Romie Barnes, Poteau, Okla T. L. Cain, Lions Club, Wister, Okla. 


WisteR, OKLA... September 24, 1952 
Hon. Roserr KERR, 
United States Senator, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Dear SENATOR: I wish to have the following entered in the official report on 
raising the conservation level of Lake Wister 

[ have lived in Wister since 1923. This is my twenty-fifth vear in the Wister 
public schools. Due to my long period of residence in the county, I feel that I 
understand the problems of all groups who are interested in Lake Wister 

I agree that the level of the lake at the present is due to weather conditions 
Hlowever, there are many who believe that too much water is let out at the close 
of the months which are our rainy season and thereby do not have a surplus of 
water to keep the lake level at 471.6 


There were some at the hearing who were oppesed to the raising of the water 
| because they had cattle land leased in the area. The purpose of the lake 
Was not to provide grazing lands about the dam but a storage basin for water 
to help prevent floods. It’s true that there are some 4,000 cattle above the dam, 4 
but to get a herd of 4,000 cattle one must count all cattle in the area to Le Flore, 


which is approximately 20 miles from Wister. Most of the cattle owners in this 
area are not residents of the Wister community and are not interested in the 
economic welfare of Wister 

\s to the belief that an additional 4 feet of water in the lake would jeopardize 
flood control below the dam, it is not likely In fact, the problem of the farmer 
below the dam could be satisfactorily handled in the discharge of water at 
the gates 

Chere may have been more people over the road to the dam this year, but we 
who live here know that we have had fewer fishermen. It has been a common 
occurrence to hear someone say that they “would not be back” because of the 
condition of Lake Wiste 

We who live in and around the lake are interested from the viewpoint of its 
bearing on our economic life We have lost an immense trade territory which 
has caused a corresponding decrease in trade We were led to believe that we 
would gain more by having the lake than we would lose in trade territory 

It has been reliably reported that one of the engineers made the statement 
that an additional 4 feet of water could be taken care of by raising the height 
of the spillway 6 inches 

We of Wister do not wish to see the farmers below the dam suffer loss nor the 
cattleman who has cattle in the area. By the same token we would like to have 
our side of the question fairly considered. Our only desire is to be given a 
chance to live, expand, and make progress with the rest of the communities of 
this section 

I feel that a satisfactory solution can be and will be found to the problem. 
We of Wister appreciate the efforts of our Senators, Congressmen, and Engineers 
in trying to find a solution to the problem 

Sincerely yours, 
CLAY B. HERRING. 


INTERNATIONAL LIONS CLUB, 
Wister, Okla., Se pte mber 25, 1952. 
Senator RospeErr S, Kerr, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

DesR Stk: I would like this to be put into the permanent records on the sub- 
ject of raising the conservation-pool level at Lake Wister. I am for raising 
this to 475.6 for the following reasons: 

1. Greatly increase the tourist trade in eastern Oklahoma.—lIt takes two things 
to attract tourists: beautiful scenery and water. We have the beautiful scenery 
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and the potential supply of water if the conservation-pool level were raised to 
175.6 





2. Not a selfish motive I have no eattle grazing on Government property 
above the dam. I have no boat of any kind. I very seldom fish. I do not 
operate a business that deals with the tourists, but the success or failure of 
hundreds of businesses in thi rea depends to a large extent on the tourist 
trade. Therefore, the raising of the conservation-pool level to 475.6 for economic 
purposes is of great rn to all located in this area 

3. The raising of this I to 4AT5.6 > tive to endangering farm land belou 
the dam The largest body of water behind the dam since completion was 
around 497 elevation feet Now f this raise had been in effect at this time, 
this reading would have been around 497.8. But since that time there have 


been two dams built that would have a t to do with the letting out of this flood 
water: the Tinkiller and Port Gibson Dams 


4. Cattle grazing versus letting of concessions and accommodating the public 
in genera Leasing of the land for the purpose of izing effects a very small 
minority in comparison to the existing areas that have been leased for the pur 
pose of building of boat docks, cabins, and other concessions that go for the 


accommodation of the general 
level has to be high enough to attract the tourists 

Therefore, for the reasons mentioned in this lette again I say I am in favor 
of the 


sing of the conservation-poc¢ evel to 475.6 


re 
Sincerely, 


WISTER, OKLA., Septenvber >, 1952 
Hon. Ronerr S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma Citu, Okla 


DeAR Str: Would like to see the permanent water level of the Wister (Dam) 
Lake raised for recreational purposes 
Respectfully, 
BILLINGS HarpWare, 
A. J. BILLINGs, 
QOorne 


WiISTER, OKLA., September 25, I: 
Senator Roperr S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma City. Okl 


DEAR SENATOR Kerk: | am writing you in order to let our wishes be known 
on the question of raising the level of the Wister Lake 

I own and operate a small grocery store here in Wister. Early this spring, 
when the lake was quite full of water, we had numerous customers each day 
who were on their way for a day of fishing and picnicking at the lak As the 
summer advanced and the water became lower, Our volume of tourist trade 
decreased sharply. 

Being a small town with a wish to grow bigger and better, we of Wister 
desire to do anything in our power to make more and more people interested 
in our town. We feel that keeping the lake at a higher level would be a great 
help. If there is any way in which we can accomplish this, we would be 
glad to help do so. 

Any help you may give us concerning this matter will be deeply appre 
ciated. 

Yours truly, 
J. E. WANN. 


Wister PusLic SCHOOLS, 
Wister, Okla., Se pte mber 25, 1952 
Hon. Ropert S. Kerr, 
United States Senator from Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


DEAR SENATOR KERR: Concerning the hearing at Poteau, Okla., September 23, 
1952. I wish to go on record as favoring a raising of the level of Lake Wister 
in some manner that will help to restore business levels of Wister to somewhere 
near normal levels before the loss of trade territory due to the construction of 
the dam and lake so impounded 
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I have been in Winster since 1$29 and fully realize the destruction of wate1 
to land and homes. I appreciate the purpose and function for which Lake 
Wister was made, Yet, I also realize the possibilities of trade to be had if 
this area is permitted to become a recreational area, for which it can be most 
easily adapted. 

At the same time that we are building dams to help flood control in Arkansas 
and the Mississippi Valley can we not look to our own interests in Oklahoma 
and develop our greatest eastern Oklahoma resource: recreation? I feel that 
we can and should. 

Naturally, the owners of those “4,000 cattle” (and let’s reduce that 4,000 
considerably) do not want to see Lake Wister raised, because they are profiting 
from leasing of the land to the water’s edge. They are absentee-cattle owners 
and do not contribute to the prosperity of Wister nor surroundings. 

Yours truly, 
O. R. WILSON. 


Howr, OKLA., September 23, 1952. 
Hon. RoBert S. KERR, 
Senator from Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Dear Str: I attended the hearing on the Wister Lake today and intended to 
speak my piece, but there were so many tiresome talks that I decided to go back 
home and write you. 

I own Fanny Creek Cabin Camp near the bank of the Wister Lake and paid 
$9,000 cash for it. The former owner had put about $15,000 in the property and 
sold at a sacrifice, partly because the Engineers let all the water out of the lake. 
I bought the property in the hope and belief that the Engineers will finally 
see the light about the lake level. I am ready to put at least $10,000 more in the 
property when I have the assurance that a decent lake level will be maintained, 
As I listened to the statements this morning, it seems that the people below the 
dam want the water held in longer because the Engineers let it out so fast 
that it floods the creeks and ditches in the river bottom, and makes it impossible 
for the farmers to get across their lands. Unless the Engineers are afraid that 
the dam is not safe, I cannot see any reason for letting the water out in such 
a hurry or for letting it all out except to benefit the single ranch that lies along 
the lake above the dam, and I will bet you that the Federal Government gets 
more indirect taxes out of my business enterprise there than it get in rents from 
the ranch I am talking about. Further, I bet that I have as much invested as 
the ranchers have, and if the water level is raised I will have more. 

We little people don’t want to hog the thing; we just want the level raised a 
reasonable number of feet, and I personally think 3 feet above the supposed 
normal pool would be plenty. I don’t mean 3 feet above the present level. The 
Engineers have allowed the water to go way below what is supposed to be the 
conservation pool. They let this water out in a hurry at the expense of the 
landowners below the dam. Why not use the lake for everybody's benefit. 

I am, very truly yours, 

JAMES A. EMERY. 





WisterR, OKLA., September 25, 1952. 
Hon. Rorert Kem, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Dear SeEnatoR Kem: This letter is in regarding raising the water level of 
Wister Dam. I am strong for its being raised. There were around 40 people 
from Wister there at the meeting. All except maybe one or two were for raising 
the water level. We made no special arrangements for speeches, 

I wish to say that Wister merchants lost over 50 percent of tourist trade this 
year regar@less of who says what. I know, and most of them say they are not 
coming back to this mud hole. 

Our town is nicer, cleaner, and better since the dam was built, regardless of 
what the opposition says. 

There is no danger of water in July and August. They talk of a 24-inch water- 
spout. Well, no dam would hold that if it was empty then. 

I saw water in our streets once, and it wouldn’t hurt anyone, and if T thought 
it would hurt one farmer I would say “No.” But, Senator, Oklahoma needs a 
place down here for people to enjoy themselves as well as Tulsa area. Is our 
dam to be the only mud hole? 
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There is a lot of money being invested in cabins and boats. And it is so low 
a boat is not safe out there. A lot of retired people—old railroad men—have 
bought homes here to enjoy, not a mud hole, but a lake. 
Senator, all this sums up that during July and August we never fear floods 
but we fear April, May, and part of June. So, let’s keep a July and August and 
September level so people can enjoy themselves once in a while. I have no boat, 
never fish, but wanted to too late to start. I still say that during July and August 
we can safely say that the raising of the level won’t endanger any at all. 
Yours truly, 
RosertT BRIDGMAN. 


WISTER, OKLA., September 25, 1952. 
Hon. SENATOR ROBERT S. Kerk, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Srk: I request that my name be placed on the permanent record in favor of 
raising the conservation level of Lake Wister to the proposed 475.6. 

In view of the discussion held at Poteau, Okla., September 23, 1952, the results 
of which I am sure when thoroughly investigated will prove misleading and of no 
indication whatsoever of the sentiment of an overwhelming majority of the 
people in the areas concerned. 

I am convinced and know of many others that share the same view that a 
minority of special interests and misinformed groups are bringing all the in- 
fluence and pressure they can muster to keep the conservation level as is; to 
retain and attract more tourists and sportsmen to their recreation areas of which 
many are not even in Oklahoma. I have lived all my life here in Wister and am 
well aware of the grazing situation on the lake reservation. A great percentage 

@ of my business, as is the case of all other merchants and businessmen in this area, 
depend on the stockmen and farmers, as we have no industry to speak of. I 
firmly believe that the proposed level would be of great benefit either directly 

} or indirectly to all residents in this area and would harm none so far as the 
danger of a flood is concerned. 

As you are aware, we are located near many other recreation areas (lakes) 
both within and out of State. Many of these recreation centers would like 
nothing better than to destroy the attraction and hence competition Lake Wister 
would afford if the water level were raised. 

I am certain when you have had time to thoroughly investigate the matter 
you will see fit to give us all the aid you can. 

Very respectfully yours, 
EK. L. SHIPPEY. 


WIsTER, OKLA., September 26, 1952. 
Senator Rorerkt S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma City, Okla, 

Sm: In regard to raising elevation of the Wister Reservoir, wish to advise 
that I feel this can be accomplished without de:eating the purpose of the dam. 
In so doing, this immediate area would be greatly benefited by tourist trade, 
which we need to supplement the loss of trade territory suffered during build- 
ing of same. 

Anything you are able to do to bring this about will be greatly appreciated 
by the people of this community. 

Sincerely, 
FULLEN CLEANERS, 
G. R. FULLEN. 





WISTER, OKLA., September 26, 1952. 
Senator Ropert S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

HONORABLE SENATOR: I am writing this letter for the record on the lake hear- 
ing held at Poteau, Okla., September 23, 1952. 

I speak for myself, and as I think every other small-business man in this 
area speaks. I think that the lake level should be raised to a 475.6-foot level. 
If it is raised to that level, it will help many, many people in this area and harm 
no one. If it is not raised it will harm many people. 
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The people that are getting the pasture are getting it at a token price and 
they have many times the pasture they use Iam a stockman myself (I know 
livestoc! Kvery man that I know that has land so-called leased has other 
means of livelihood, while most small-business men are like myself; they have 


every cent they possess tied up in their business 


Not only do businessmen complain, the sportsmen complain very much I 
“um in a business (restaurant) where I meet mans sportstien, and you should 
hear their sentiments, and, after all, when $13,000,000 taxpayers’ money I think 

many taxpayers shoul enefit from it as possible 

A man doesnt have to be an Arm engineer to know that a 4-foot raise in 
permanent pool level wil ot cause any change in water flow below the lake, 
only in rare cases, then only to the extent that the Engineers pointed out them 


SCTVES about 6 ncehes of water at sp iwayv teve 
Sincerely, 


Dave AKINS 


Wister, OKLA... Neplember 2¢ / » 
Hy ATOR INERR, 
Ollaho (it Olsla 
Drar SENATOR KER I am writing this | n regard to the public 1 ng 
o I 1 viter lieve it Wists l ( This henring is held in Pot i. ¢ 
I ever, T was unable ) ten I h f thi etter to be entel to the 


record of that meeting 
Iam in favor of raising the ater level at Wister Lake from 4471.6 feet to 


Whata pity that a fe disgruntled, selfish individuals should be able to stand 
nh the way of making Wis Lake a sportsman’s paraclise What is more 
important is that scores and scores of small-business men have tied their hopes 
ind future plans to the success of Wister Lake 


President Franklin Roosevelt promised this lake to the good peo] 





e of Le Flore 


County Iie meant it to be an inspiration to all of us Now it is a “mudhole,” 
It is a failure both as a recreation paradise and a flood-control system Why 
not drain the lake and give the cattlemen all the grazing land they desire and 
rel Ve the fear from a downstream residents as to flash floods that Wister 
Like might deluge them with As the water level now stands, it represent a 
complete flop to everybody, more especially to the businessman in Wiste1 

_ ely the engineers eal rnnoe to take care of four more feet of water 1 
W er Lake witl t drowning out the downstream residents 

Senator Kerr, Wister Lake needs four more feet of ater I don't b ( >i 
will hurt anybou It w do wonders for our community and county Thou 
sands of people will be grateful to vou if can arrange for Wist¢ L, » to 


curry 175.6 feet of water 
Very truly yours, 
KENNETH BRIDGMAN 


Wister, OKLA., September 26, 1952 
Hon. Ropertr S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma Citu, Okla 


Dear Str: This is in connection with an effort to get the Wister Lake raised 
te higher level under normal conditions 

There seems to be no good reason why this cannot be done. Perhaps the 
engineers might be a little skeptical about how good a dam they have built out 
there. That I do not know However there seems to be no reason now to think 
tis not good. It is an excellent substantial piece of work and will take anything 
fiven it 

At the open meeting the other day, over which you presided, there was quite 
a bit of clamor from farmers below the dam concerning the release of water 
That is a question separate from our petition, and can be, and no doubt will be 
adjusted from a local standpoint by the engineers. The water above the dam will 
under any reasonable circumstances never touch them except as determined by 
those in charge of releasing water that is impounded. 

There also appeared a few cattlemen who have leased ground from the Govern 
ment in the dam area. To start with, that bunch has access to probably four 
times more acreage than they are paying for, on and off Government property 
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And besides, that dam was not built for a ranch. I do not consider that they have 
a problem in connection with the present consideration 

In the first planning of that dam, it was to be a hydroelectric dual-purpose 
project. That was reduced later to construct the dam and make it a project 
in connection with the national forest with thousands of acres and a wildlife 
haven, and one of the greatest bass lakes in the country We actually have 
a forced down plain flood control and nothing else 

This town and community lost over a hundred farm-producing families that 
were moved out of that area. We are trying to restore our loss, since it has 
not been taken care of. We think-no one will be harmed through our designs, 
and we expect to go forward and try to in some way to plan a brighter future 
than it looks like we will ever have if the matter is left like it is right now. 
We are not particularly blaming anyone that things do not look brighter, but 
it is our honest intention to try and do something about it. We will appreciate 
any help from any source to that end 

Sincerely, 
R. R. McCarver. 


PorTeEAU CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Poteau, Okla., September 28, 1952 
PusLtic WorKs COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Poteau High School, Poteau, Okla.: 

Attached will be found copies of a petition in triplicate signed by citizens of 
the United States who are asking that the pool conservation elevation of Lake 
Wister, Okla. be raised 4 feet at least during the months of June, July, August, 
and September of each year 

Reasons set forth by signers of this petition fall into two categories one being 
inadequate recreation facilities at the lake during the months of June, July, 
August, and September the other being a need for the improvement of a more 
healthful source of supply for Poteau’s city water supply 

Reasons set forth by signers of this petition are that a considerable proportion 
of Lake Wister is a large flat basin that has numerous stones and tree stumps 
immediately below the water line when the water level is held at the pool con- 
servation elevation level of 471.6 feet. One must also be acquainted with the 
definite river channel in the lake in order to safely navigate a boat as the river 
makes numerous crooks and turns and has stumps and stones on the edge of the 
old channel which could damage or upset a boat. 

The Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board is now planning a State Park 
at Lake Wister, and there will definitely be need for more water in Lake Wister 
during the summer months if this area is to profit most from such a State park 

From a health standpoint residents would like to see the water level raised in 
order to have sufficient water that could be discharged from Lake Wister into the 
Poteau River to flush the decaying vegetation which will normally collect in a 
slow moving or still stream. Submitted with this report are some photographs 
which show the condition of Potean’s source of city water when it has failed to 
be replaced with fresh water. This does not lend to the healthful situation that 
could be expected if this small body of stagnant water was replaced regularly 
with fresh supply of water. Around 5,000 people use water from the source of 
supply shown in the attached pictures and it is felt that the situation should be 
remedied by raising the pool conservation level of Lake Wister in Le Flore 
County from 471.6 feet to 475.6 feet at least during the months of June, July, 
August, and September 

Very truly yours, 
I’. O. BripGMan, IJr., 
President, Poteau Chamber of Commerce. 


PETITION 


Because the low-water level of Lake Wister in Le Flore County, Okla., does not 
provide sufficient facilities for adequate recreation during the months of June, 
July, August, and September, and because sufficient water cannot be released into 
the Poteau River to maintain the most healthful situation for Poteau, Okla.’s 
city water supply, we the undersigned do hereby petition the Public Works Com- 
mittee of the United States Senate at 10:30 a. m. on September 28, 1952, in the 
cafeteria room of the Poteau High School at Poteau, Okla., to 
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1. Raise the permanent pool conservation elevation of Lake Wister in Le 
Flore County, Oxkla., from 471.6 feet to 475.6 feet; or, as an alternative, to 
2. Raise the pool conservation elevation from 471.6 feet to 475.6 feet dur 
ing the months of June, July, August, and September of each year. 
(With 202 signatures. ) 


McALESTER, OKLA., September 29, 1952. 
Mr. Don McBRIpE, 
Care of Senator Robert 8. Kerr, Kerr-McGee Oil Co., Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Dear Don: I am enclosing copies of three letters and a petition I have received 
regarding the hearing last Tuesday at Poteau and would like to have them made 
a part of the record of the Senate Public Works Committee. 
It was nice seeing you Tuesday. 
Sincerely yours, 
CARL ALBERT, 
Uember of Congress, Third Oklahoma District. 


Howe, OKLA., September 23, 1952. 
Hon. CARL ALBERT, 
Congressman from Oklahoma, McAlester, Okla. 

Dear Sir: I attended the hearing on the Wister Lake today and intended to 
speak my piece, but there were so many tiresome talks that I decided to go back 
home and write you. 

I own Fanny Creek Cabin Camp near the bank of the Wister Lake and paid 
$9,000 cash for it. The former owner had put about $15,000 in the property and 
sold at a sacrifice, partly because the Engineers let all the water out of the lake. 
I bought the property in the hope and belief that the Engineers will finally see 
the light about the lake level. I am ready to put at least $10,000 more in the 
property when I have the assurance that a decent lake level will be maintained. 
As I listened to the statements this morning, it seems that the people below the 
dam want the water held in longer because the Engineers let it out so fast that 
it floods the creeks and ditches in the river bottom, and makes it impossible for 
the farmers to get across their lands. Unless the Engineers are afraid that the 
dam is not safe, I cannot see any reason for letting the water out in such a hurry 
or for letting it all out except to benefit the single ranch that lies along the lake 
above the dam, and I will bet you that the Federal Governments gets more in- 
direct taxes out of my business enterprise there than it gets in rents from the 
ranch I am talking about. Further, I bet that I have as much invested as the 
ranchers have, and if the water level is raised I will have more. 

We little people don’t want to hog the thing; we just want the level raised a 
reasonable number of feet, and I personally think 3 feet above the supposed 
normal pool would be plenty. I don’t mean 3 feet above the present level. The 
Engineers have allowed the water to go way below what is supposed to be the 
conservation pool. They let this water out in a hurry at the expense of the 
landowners below the dam. Why not use the lake for everybody’s benefit? 

Il am very truly yours. 

JAMES A. EMERY. 


WISTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
Wister, Okla., September 25, 1952. 
Hon. CArt ALBERT, 
McAlester, Okla. 


DEAR CONGRESSMAN ALBERT: Concerning the hearing at Poteau, Okla., Septem- 
ber 238, 1952, I wish to go on. record as favoring a raising of the level of Lake 
Wister in some manner that will help to restore business levels of Wister to some- 
where near normal levels before the loss of trade territory due to the construction 
of the dam. 

I have been in Wister since 1929 and fully realize the destruction of water for 
land and-homes. I appreciate the purpose and function for which Lake Wister 
was made. Yet, I also realize the possibilities of trade to be had if this area is 
permitted to become a recreational area, for which it can be most easily adapted. 

At the same time that we are building dams to help flood control in Arkansas 
and the Mississippi Valley can we not look to our interests in Oklahoma and 
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develop our greatest eastern Oklahoma resource: recreation? I feel that we can 
and should. 

Naturally the owners of those “4,000 cattle’ (and let’s reduce that 4,000 con- 
siderably) do not want Lake Wister raised. The profit from land to the water's 
edge leased from the Government. They are absentee cattle owners and do not 
contribute to the prosperity of Wister nor surroundings. 

Yours truly, 
O. R. WILSON, 


—_—__——. 


PoreAU CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Poteau, Okla., September 24, 1952. 
Hon. «ARL ALBERT, 
McAlester, Okla. 

Dear REPRESENTATIVE: This is a petition that was returned to my office in the 
afternoon following the public hearing. Please make it a part of the record of 
the Public Works Committee of the United States Senate of the Lake Wister 
hearing. 

Very truly yours, 
Jay P. DALLEy, Secretary-Manager. 





PETITION 


Because the low water level of Lake Wister in Le Flore County, Okla., does 
not provide sufficient facilities for adequate recreation during the months of 
June, July, August, and September, and because sufficient water cannot be re- 
leased into the Poteau River to maintain the most healthful situation for Poteau, 
Okla.’s city water supply, we the undersigned do hereby petition the Public 
Works Committee of the United States Senate at 10:30 a. m. on September 23, 
1952, in the cafeteria room of the Poteau High School at Poteau, Okla. to— 

1. Raise the permanent pool conservation elevation of Lake Wister in 
Le Flore County, Okla., from 471.6 feet to 475.6 feet; or, as an alternative, 
to— 

2. Raise the pool conservation elevation from 471.6 feet to 475.6 feet dur- 
ing the months of June, July, August, and September of each year. 

J. J. MATSON 
(and 20 others). 


—_———- 


Heavener, Okla., September 30, 1952. 
Senator Roserr S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Dear SIR: There is a very strong sentiment among the local people here to 
raise the level of the Wister Lake by some amount in order to increase the recre- 
ational facilities. 

We are unable to travel over the lake with a boat at the present level; it is 
more the effect of having a small lake and a large swamp. 

Considerable better feeling among the local people could be had if the level 
were raised by some amount, an amount that would not defeat the purpose of 
the lake as it was originally intended to be used, yet a level that would afford 
a reasonable recreational body of water. 

We would certainly appreciate anything you might be able to do to bring about 
some increase in the amount of water in Wister Lake. 

Yours very truly, 
A. E. Hat. 


McALESTER, OKLA., October 1, 1952. 
Mr. Don McBripr, 
Care of Senator Robert S. Kerr, 
Kerr-McGee Oil Co., 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Drar Don: I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have received from Mr. A. E. 
Hall, Heavener, Okla., and would like to have it made a part of the record of 
the Senate Public Works Committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Cart ALBERT, M. C., 
Third Oklahoma District. 
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HPAVENER, OKLA., September 30, 1952 


Mr. Cari ALBERT, 
VeAle ster, Okla, 

Dear Str: There has been a very strong sentiment among the people in this 
community to have the level of the Wister Lake raised by some amount. 

We do not want to raise the level an amount that will defeat the purpose 
of the lake; however, considerable good will could be created here by raising 
the level by any amount from the present level You are unable to travel over 
the main body of the lake with the water at the level as now set by the engineers’ 
office. The general appearance of the lake is bad at the level as now recom- 
mended by the engineers. 

Che people here that use the lake for recreation would certainly appreciate 
any influence you might be able to bring to bear to change the present level to a 
level that would improve the recreational facilities here 

Yours very truly, 
A. E. HALL. 


HeAVENER, OKLA., October 13, 1952. 
Senator RoBertT S. Kerr, 
Oklahoma City, Okla 

DEAR SENATOR Kerr: After hearing the testimony of the people given on the 
Wister Lake proposition and transcribing it, I feel that some of the ones who 
were so bitter about raising the level of the lake were a little selfish—just think 
ing of the benefits they were deriving from this low water and not thinking 
about their fellow man. 

Now, as I go from place to place over the three counties—especially since 
this hearing—I have heard lots of talk on this question, and 9 out of 10 people 
who are talking want something done at the Wister Lake that will give the 
people of southeast Oklahoma a little recreation. We feel and know that we 
have the beauty spot of Oklahoma. We have beautiful scenery if we could 
only get it developed. 

This is a beautiful lake and could be one of the playgrounds of Oklahoma. 
We do not want to injure anyone, but we do know that Texoma, Grand Lake, 
Tin Killer, and all the other lakes in this part of the country were built for 
flood control, but they are also recreation-centers and serving the two purposes 
which the most of us feel is the purpose of the Wister Lake. 

When this lake can benefit everyone and furnish some hunting and fishing 
for those who like this sport, and a little recreation for those who do not hunt 
and fish, we cannot see why just a few small ranchmen who have land leased 
from the Government would be so selfish as to want to ruin the entire country 
around here just because they can have a little more grazing land that they 
get for nothing when the water is low. 

Now, I do not hunt or fish, but I do like to see and know that those who 
do like this sport have the enjoyment out of it. I have members of my family 
who are farmers, businessmen, and also ranchers; and they, too, feel that this 
lake was built for two purposes; that of flood control and recreation. And 
we feel that this could be made a wonderful recreation area if we could get a 
little help, and benefit the entire country roundabout. If this is possible, I 
am sure something will be done to benefit many instead of the few. 

L have lived in Heavener all my life, and I know a few of things that are 
needed around here. I know, too, when election year comes “Little Dixie” 
usually shows her colors. And the general talk is: ‘‘They never know we are 
down here until election time.” If we could get our scenery developed and a 
few roads so we can get to it, 1am sure we would have a different feeling about 
things. 

I think the engineers just let a little too much water out this spring, thinking 
the spring and summer rains would take care of things. I feel that they would 
not have let the lake get so low had they known the weather was to be like 
this . 

I believe everything can be worked out through the committee and engineers 
to the satisfaction of everyone and benefit all, and also help develop this part 
of the State, which is needed very badly. 

Thanking you for your patience, I am 

Yours truly, 
WILMER HARTMAN. 





